The Bad Plus

 On Sacred Ground: Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring

Program Notes:
Musicians:

Ethan Iverson, piano

Reid Anderson, bass

David King, drums

Video Design:

Cristina Guadalupe, Noah Hutton

Billing:

On Sacred Ground: Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring (100%) 
Arranged and Performed by (50%) 
The Bad Plus (100%)

First Part: Adoration of the Earth

Introduction

The Augurs of Spring

Ritual of Abduction

Spring Rounds

Games of the Two Rival Tribes

Procession of the Sage

The Sage

Dance of the Earth

Second Part: The Sacrifice

Introduction

Mystic Circle of the Young Girls

Glorification of the Chosen One

Evocation of the Ancestors

Ritual Action of the Ancestors

Sacrificial Dance

Commissioned by Duke Performances / Duke University & Lincoln Center Out of Doors

THE BAD PLUS:
For the past 10 years The Bad Plus have created an uncompromising body of work by shattering musical convention. Rolling Stone called their amalgam of jazz, pop, rock and avant garde “about as badass as highbrow gets,” while the New York Times said the band is “better than anyone at mixing the sensibilities of post-’60s jazz and indie rock.” Few jazz groups in recent memory have amassed such acclaim, and few have generated as much controversy while audaciously bucking musical trends.

While the bulk of their output has been originals, they have famously deconstructed covers in the pop, rock, electronic, and classical idioms. Their belief in a band ethos and “avant-garde populism” has placed them at the forefront of a new instrumental music movement, resulting in ever-growing audiences throughout the world.

The threesome has been exchanging musical ideas since their teenage years. In the late ‘80s, Anderson and King were two Minnesota high schoolers playing in fledgling rock bands and digging records by Coltrane and The Police. Anderson met Iverson in 1989. All three played together on one occasion a year later before going their separate ways for ten years.

They reconvened for a gig in Minneapolis in 2000. Sparks flew, studio sessions for an indie release ensued, and suddenly the New York Times called their maiden voyage one of the best releases of 2001. The band signed with Columbia, where they released These Are the Vistas in 2003, followed quickly by Give, and then Suspicious Activity? In 2007 they released Prog, an album which balanced originals with

covers of Bowie, Bacharach, Tears for Fears, and Rush. For All I Care, an intriguing juxtaposition of rock and classical sensibilities followed in 2009. The band’s most recent album, NEVER STOP, is their first which consists entirely of original compositions. Released in the fall of 2010, New York Magazine stated, “Their latest celebrates a decade on the road and makes it easy to see them for what they’ve always been: musicians blessed with an alchemist’s blend of earnestness and wit, especially during their live shows.”

CRISTINA GUADALUPE:
Born in the Canary Islands 1979 and raised in Barcelona, Cristina Guadalupe is an architect and visual artist based in New York since 2008.

She is principal at Idée Fixe, a trans-disciplinary studio of architecture, where she addresses social and cultural issues through critical thinking and media specific projects, including built objects, multi-media installations, video, photography, and writing.

Her works has been published and showcased in different art and architecture venues, including the New Museum (NY), Center for Architecture (NY), Walker Art Center (MN), Shower room factory (Tokio), Centre D’Art Santa Monica (Barcelona), Foundation of Art and Design FAD (Barcelona), Kunsthalle Budapest (Hungary), IFA (Paris), Espace AIRE-Architecture (Moulins), Pavilion de Lanfant (Aix-en-Provence) among others.

www. idée-fixe.net

NOAH HUTTON:
Born in LA in 1987, Noah Hutton currently lives in New York where he is director of the production company Couple 3 Inc. His first documentary feature, Crude Independence, explored the effects of the largest oil discovery in North American history on the small town of Stanley, North Dakota, and premiered at SXSW in 2009. He has since begun work on a ten year film-in-the-making that will chronicle the development of The Blue Brain Project in Lausanne, Switzerland, as well as a series of 30 short films on various psychology and neuroscience topics for Scientific American in 2011
