KATHY MATTEA

APPALACHIAN:  of a wild and beautiful mountain land, a genre of distinctly American music, and for many, the deep roots of family.  For Kathy Mattea, it also represents an essential piece of her musical education and heritage.

In 2012, Kathy will release a collection of songs that celebrates the Appalachian culture of her native West Virginia.  To quote Kathy herself, "This album is about home."

Kathy has gathered songs and stories of bravery, pride and grief that further define and describe the life and times of her home place.  2008's Grammy nominated "COAL" was her first step to discovering this vast and rich genre of music that producer Marty Stuart allowed was "in her blood", taking her back to the lore of family stories and to her place and her people.

Kathy's concerts present her new and most recent material alongside her Top 20 radio hits: from the signature ballad "Where've You Been?" to the bluesy "455 Rocket" to the iconic "Eighteen Wheels and a Dozen Roses".  Long known as an impeccable songcatcher, her 17 albums are woven through with bluegrass, gospel, and Celtic influences, and have garnered multiple CMA, ACM, and Grammy Awards.

Increasingly in demand as a public speaker, Kathy regularly presents keynotes and educational programs at colleges and civic venues across the country, both as a stand-alone and in conjunction with concert appearances.  Her long history of activism has led Kathy to bring public attention to several current environmental issues, including climate change and some mining practices in her native Appalachia.
