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Kathy Mattea
Moving Mountains Tour Sheet
2010-2011
Kathy Mattea returns to her folk and bluegrass roots for the 2010-2011 season in support of her latest release, COAL.  Her stellar acoustic band is anchored by long-time guitarist, Bill Cooley, and features Irish-born Eamonn O’Rourke on fiddle and mandolin, and Nashville legacy David Spicher on acoustic upright bass.     

Charts:  26 weeks on Billboard Bluegrass charts, including 2 weeks at #1

Awards:  Grammy Award nominee

in Traditional Folk Category

Radio:
  “Living on Earth”- NPR


  “The Story w/ Dick Gordon” - PRI


  “Bob Edwards Show”- XM/Sirius


  Mountain Stage


  etown


  Woodsongs Radio Hour


  Grand Ole Opry


  Ernest Tubb Midnite Jamboree

TV:
Transatlantic Sessions- BBC Scotland


Marty Stuart Show- RFD


Master Series- GAC


Insider- CMT


Grand Ole Opry Live- GAC

Film: 
  “Coal Country” (release date: 
Fall 2009) - featured music and interview

Press:
  USA Today Critics 2008 Top 5 List (only artist on 2 critics’ lists) 
Critical acclaim from Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, The Tennessean, Nashville Scene, About.com, Jambase, Popmatters, AllMusic and more.
Live Performance:
 

Celtic Connections- Glasgow, Scotland

UK Tour- January 2009

Philadelphia Folk Festival

Boston Folk Festival

Kerrville Folk Festival

Falcon Ridge Festival

LL Bean Concert Series

Old Town School of Folk

Wolf Trap Farm Park

IBMA Showcase

Americana Music Association showcase

Folk Alliance showcase

60+ Theaters and Performing Arts Centers

Educational: “My Coal Journey”, multi-media lecture/demonstration, featuring slideshow and live performances:

West Virginia University-Parkersburg

University of Maryland

Folk Alliance

Speaking:


North Carolina Arts Presenters- Keynote

Ohio Arts Presenters- Keynote

Pennsylvania Arts Presenters- Keynote

Oregon Institute of Tech.- Commencement

“COAL” – Kathy Mattea
“Mattea remains one of Nashville’s most spiritual singers” – USA TODAY
“It's reassuring now and then to see a singer exhibit a social conscience. Kathy Mattea does so masterfully with Coal.”         - CMT.com
“Dignity, not darkness, fuels Kathy Mattea's "Coal," the stark Marty Stuart-produced roots project inspired by the 2006 Sago Mine disaster. A coal miner's granddaughter from Cross Lane, W.Va., the two-time Country Music Assn. female vocalist award winner jettisons mainstream dazzle for this minimalist acoustic tribute to the culture in which she was raised.” 3 ½ stars – Los Angeles Times
*Featuring guest performances by Patty Loveless, Marty Stuart, Tim and Mollie O’Brien*
Grammy winner and environmental activist Kathy Mattea, known for such classic hits as “Eighteen Wheels and A Dozen Roses,” has dreamed quietly about one day recording an album like COAL. Raised near Charleston, West Virginia, her childhood was steeped in Appalachian culture and her mining heritage is thick: both her parents grew up in coal camps, her grandfathers were miners, and her mother worked for the local UMWA. But the songs on COAL are more than just mining songs. Mattea says she wanted to pay tribute to “my place and my people.”  The idea for COAL began to gel during the Sago Mine Disaster, which killed twelve WV miners in 2006. “I knew the time was right,” says Mattea. COAL forced her to dig really deep to find the power to let these songs come forth. Co-producer Marty Stuart understood her core relationship to these songs, that they were “in [her] blood.” As Mattea says, “I think there’s a mystery there. Somewhere in my DNA, there’s my great grandmother singing, my grandma, and my people, singing through me, with me.” Singer, songs, producer, and pickers have come together flawlessly to form COAL, a career record for Mattea and a great gift for music lovers.                           
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